THE © 
ONDIKE 











Welcome to Dawson City 


There is only one Dawson City — the scene of the most 
fantastic gold rush the world has ever known. On August 17, 
1896, George Carmack scooped gold out of a stream he 
named ‘“‘Bonanza,’’ and from that electrifying moment 
“Bonanza,” ‘‘Eldorado,” ‘‘The Klondike,”’ became known the 
world over. 


The flat, low-lying area, three miles from the mouth of 
Bonanza Creek, at the confluence of the Yukon and Klondike 
Rivers, became the transfer point and government 
headquarters for the 40,000 people who poured into the 
Klondike. ‘‘Yukon’’ was the Indian name for ‘‘greatest river’ 
and ‘‘Klondike”’ (originally ‘‘Tron-deg’’) was the Indian word for 
‘“‘hammerwater,”’ so-called because stakes were hammered 
into the river to trap salmon. The townsite was named 
Dawson City for Dr. George Mercer Dawson, Canadian 
Government Geologist. 


Though only 150 miles south of the Arctic Circle, Dawson 
City became known as the ‘‘Paris of the North,” boasting 
elaborate hotels, theatres, and dance halls rivalling those of 
San Francisco. Diamond Tooth Gertie, Klondike Kate, Tex 
Rickard, Jack London, Rex Beach, and Alex Pantages, were 
entertained, or entertainers. Beautifully appointed churches, a 
Governor’s mansion, and hospitals, rose side by side with log 
cabins and canvas-roofed stores. Palatial river steamers, 
laden with luxury goods, vintage wines, first editions for 
private libraries, French gowns, .show girls, church workers, 
doctors, chefs, and dog mushers, spilled their cargoes onto 
the docks on Front Street. To the sound of honky tonk pianos, 
roulette wheels, church bells, and boat whistles, the gold 
came out of the valleys in bulging pokes or on pack horses, to 
make another pick-and-shovel miner into a free-spending 
millionaire Bonanza King. 


More than half a century later the aura of the past lingers 
in Dawson’s quiet streets where the visitor will be well 
rewarded for having come this way. 


Dawson at Midnight from the Dome. 
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Palace Grand Theatre. 


The Palace Grand Theatre, a National Historic Site has 
been completely reconstructed as it was when ‘‘Arizona’”’ 
Charlie Meadows opened it in 1899. There are daily tours, a 
historic slide presentation, and the Gaslight Follies, a nightly 
live entertainment which relives the Gold Rush Era. 


The Dawson Museum is in the old Administration Building, 
and here is displayed an interesting collection of early day 
relics. Adjacent to the Museum, in Minto Park, are old 
locomotives, including an old diamond stacker used in 
connection with early mining operations in the Klondike 
District. Other points of interest are the 1902 Post Office and 
the old Commissioner's Residence, fine examples of late 
Victorian architecture. 


Boai trips on the Yukon River may be arranged to a fish 
wheel, where during July the delectable King Salmon are 
caught; and to the old shipyard where the hulks of several old 
river steamers are beached. Daily tours are conducted on the 
Str. Keno and in the Gold Room of the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce. 


On Bonanza Creek there is Claim No. 6 Above Discovery, 
owned by KVA and preserved for public use free of charge, 
where you may try your hand at panning for gold. What you 
find, you keep. 


Gold Panning on Bonanza Creek. 
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Diamond Tooth Gertie’s Gambling Hall. 


Be sure to visit Dawson’s biggest attraction, Diamond 
Tooth Gertie’s Gambling Hall. Play Blackjack, Roulette, Poker, 
or Crown and Anchor while being entertained in rollicking 
days of '98 style by our Cancan Girls and your hostess, 
Diamond Tooth Gertie. 


Drive to the Midnight Dome, 2900 feet above sea level, 
allowing a panoramic view of the Klondike Valley, the Sixty 
Mile country, and the Yukon River. From the Dome one may 
see the midnight sun on June 21st barely dip down behind the 
6000-foot Ogilvie Mountain range in the North. This vantage 
point is a photographer’s delight. 


Massive tailing piles are reminders of the dredging 
operations formerly carried on in these creek beds. Although 
no longer in operation, the largest wooden hulled gold dredge 
in the world is open for guided tours where it rests on 
Bonanza Creek. Further along the creek is the Historic Site 
marker where gold was first discovered. 


Each year on the weekend preceding the third Monday of 
August the Yukon Order of Pioneers mark the anniversary of 
the discovery of gold with a Discovery Day celebration which 
includes a horticultural exhibit, sports, parade and dances. 


Dredge on Bonanza Creek. 











Robert Service penned ‘‘The Spell of the Yukon’’ and ‘today 
you can relive the Klondike’s spell for yourself by listening to 
poetry recitations and tales of the past at his cabin. 






























Robert Service’s Cabin. 


Readings are also given daily at the Jack London cabin 
which has been moved to Dawson from Henderson Creek. 


Other attractions include films of the Gold Rush and 
walking tours of the Government Reserve at St. Paul’s 
Church, and a photographic exhibit in Harrington's Store. 


FACILITIES IN DAWSON CITY 


e hotels and motels — reservations essential ¢ restaurants 

® garages @ stores — grocery, clothing, fishing tackle and 
jewellery, with items made locally in gold nugget and 
mastodon ivory ® hospital e churches ¢ Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce e laundromat © Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police ¢ Post Office ¢ liquor store ¢ bars e showers 

© campgrounds — two Territorial outside Dawson, one private 
within the city e Canadian Customs is located at the Yukon- 
Alaska border 67 miles from Dawson and all travellers are 
required to report. 


BOOKS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO READ 


Many visitors wish to read about the Klondike Gold Rush 
before they come. A few of the many excellent books written 
about this era are Pierre Berton, Klondike (Klondike Fever in 
USA); Laura Berton, / Married The Klondike; Stan Cohen, The 
Streets Were Paved With Gold and Norm Bolotin, Klondike 
Lost. 


For more detailed information all visitors are advised to 
check in at the Information Bureau on arrival or write to: 
KLONDIKE VISITORS ASSOCIATION, 

Box 389, Dawson City, Yukon Territory, Canada YOB 1GO 





HOW TO GET TO DAWSON CITY 


ROADS: 


The Klondike Highway #2 starts at Skagway, Alaska and is 
a gravel, all-weather road. 


The Campbell Highway #4 begins at Watson Lake and joins 
the Klondike Highway at Carmacks. Also a gravel road, this 
has excellent fishing spots and breathtaking scenery. 


From Alaska, leave the Alaska Highway at Tetlin Junction 
and travel the Taylor Highway 5 to its junction with the 60 
Mile Road at the border. This brings you to the Yukon River 
where a free ferry brings you to Dawson. This road is open in 
the summer only. 
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The Dempster Highway #5, 25 miles east of Dawson, is the 
new scenic route crossing the Arctic Circle, passing through 
the Ogilvie and Richardson Mountains into the Mackenzie 
Delta of the Northwest Territories and on to the Arctic Ocean. 
It is a northern development road, and is now completed, with 
limited facilities. 

PLANES: 

Dawson City is served by regular flights from Whitehorse 
and Inuvik, N.W.T. The airport is 12 miles from town on 
Highway #2. 

BUS: 

Bus lines have regular buses to and from Whitehorse and 

Tok, Alaska. ° 


BOAT: 
More people each year are travelling down the river from 
Whitehorse in their own crafts. , 
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